The Maine Blade Runners – Lake Draw Meeting 
November 17th 2011

Helens Restaurant, Machias Maine 
The meeting was called to order by President Matthew Mitchell @ 18:30. An agenda was given to all in attendance. The first order was to decide if the lakes would be picked by random draw or by discussion. It was a unanimous decision that the lakes would be picked by random draw. 
The next order was to decide which lakes would be included in the random draw. After a discussion and a vote it was unanimously decided that the following lakes would be included in the “hat” 
Gardner, Hadley, Crawford, Pokey, Big Lake, Grand Falls Flowage, Woodland Lake, Boyden and Toddy 
It was also decided that all lakes would be drawn, and then all would be placed back into the hat again to continue. Lakes were drawn in a “round robin” format.
There was a calendar with open dates for tournaments and as lakes were drawn, they were filled into the dates, sequentially, until all lakes had been drawn. Then the process repeated until all open dates had lakes assigned to them. Alt Lakes: Boyden/Pocomoonshine. Away choices: 3mile, Unity, China, Pushaw & Sabatacook-depending on lake availability.

Pre-decided lakes/dates were: Opening day on GFF- Youth on Meddybemps-Guy/Gal on Meddybemps- ASI on GFF - Lakes decided against were Branch, Gram and Meddybemps. (by vote)

The next order was a discussion and vote regarding counting Guy/Gal and the Youth Tournament for Trail Weights. It was felt that anglers fish different and convey more stress when the weights count for Trail Standings. In order to keep both of these tournaments in the true spirit of the TMBR mission it was unanimously voted and decided that both would not count on this year’s Trail.
Next there was a discussion about hosting a 2 day combined weight tournament, after much discussion it was decided that the best weekend to host this tournament would be the next open weekend after WC shut down. It was suggested that the largest body of water to host this 2 day event was GFF-Long and Big. Due to permit cost/navigation from Big to GFF / and the availability of permit due to 4 tournaments on GFF it was decided that one day would be on GFF and the next day would be on Long/Big Lake.

There was a discussion about the best date for the annual awards banquet: it was decided that Jan 21st would be the date, location to be decided on availability with priority given to Blue Bird: President offered the option of a group decision on the menu, all present asked him to make those decision to the best of his ability, and then to inform the members via the web site. 

All members present discussed the actions of JF on Boyden on the first day of the FO- by unanimous vote it was decided to revoke his membership.
The Elite Series was presented as an option to meet the increasing demand for a “higher payouts”. It was decided that this would be separate and not count towards the regular club Trail.

Meeting was adjourned:

Submitted by Karen Mitchell secretary TMBR’s

